
Louisiana Board of Pardons 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Monday, October 25, 2021 Recorded by:  Theresa D. Blohowiak 

1. Call to Order 
a. The Chair called the meeting to order at 8:31 AM. 

 
2. Roll Call 

☒ Roll call was done with 5 Member(s) present. A quorum was declared. 
☒ Chair – Sheryl Ranatza ☒ Vice-Chair – Jim Wise 
☒ Tony Marabella  ☒ Alvin Roche’ 
☒ Bonnie Jackson 

Staff members present: 
John Poche Theresa D. Blohowiak ----  
Lea Wroten ---- ----  
Francis Abbott ---- ---- 

 
3. Public Comment was allowed on request before any action item. 

 
4. Regular Business: 

a. The minutes from the October 18, 2021 meeting were reviewed. 
Motion was made by Mr. Roche', seconded by Mrs. Jackson to accept the 
minutes with the correction. Without objection, the motion passed 
unanimously. 

b. Clemency hearings:  The Board conducted 6 clemency hearings. 
c. Administrative review of clemency applications:  The Board reviewed and considered 24 

applications for clemency. 
 

5. Adjournment: 
a. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on motion by Mrs. Ranatza 

at 11:40 AM. 
 
 

________________________________________ 
John Poche, Administrative Program Director 
  



Louisiana Board of Pardons 
Department of Corrections Headquarters 

Monday, October 25, 2021 
 

1. Meeting call to order/roll call at:  8:31 AM 
By: Chair Sheryl M. Ranatza 
 
Louisiana Board of Pardons: Board Members Present Absent 
Chair - Sheryl M. Ranatza ☒ ☐ 
Vice Chair - Jim Wise ☒ ☐ 
Alvin Roche’ Jr.  ☒ ☐ 
Bonnie Jackson ☒ ☐ 
Anthony Marabella ☒ ☐ 

     
Exec. Session 
Time Out 

Motion By: Seconded By:  Time Back in 
Reg. Session 

10:49 AM Mr. Marabella Mr. Jackson 10:53 AM 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
Break Motion By: Seconded By: Time Back 
    
    
    
    

 
2. Regular Business:  

a.) Approval of Minutes from Monday, October 18, 2021 Hearing 
Approved by Mr. Roche' and seconded by Mrs. Jackson 

 b.) Administrative Docket: 
  24 cases heard 
            c.) Pardon Docket: 
  6 cases heard 
 
 
3. Adjourn:  
    Motion Made by:   Mrs. Ranatza 
    Time adjourned:  11:40 AM 
 





CTO=Commutation of Sentence - PWF=Pardon with Restoration of Firearms - PWOF=Pardon without Restoration of Firearms - Released=Not incarcerated 
 

 

LOUISIANA BOARD OF PARDONS 
HEARING DOCKET: October 25, 2021 – 8:30 AM 

Hearing Location:  LA Department of Public Safety & Corrections, Headquarters Complex 
504 Mayflower Street, Baton Rouge, LA  70802, 225.342.5421 

 
Assigned Applicant's Name DOC # Request/Location JDC/Location Offense Vote 

1. HAWKINS, DAVID 623618 PWF 
RELEASED 

26TH JDC 
BOSSIER 

Possession of Schedule I CDS (GHB) 
 

Grant 5-0 
PWF 

2. LUTON, DONALD B. 
ATTORNEY: JOAN O. PINNOCK 241037 PWF 

RELEASED 
3RD JDC 

LINCOLN Distribution of Cocaine Grant 5-0 
PWF 

3. THOMASON, PAUL W. 427570 PWF 
RELEASED 

1ST JDC 
CADDO Felony Theft Grant 5-0 

PWF 

4. SMITH JAMIE D.  
ATTORNEY: ERIC G. JOHNSON 355512 CTO 

DWCC 
4TH JDC 

OUACHITA Manslaughter REMOVED 

5. WILSON, HERBERT L. 
ATTORNEY: J. RANSDELL KEANE 411879 CTO 

DWCC 
26TH/4TH JDC 

WEBSTER/OUACHITA Armed Robbery; Armed Robbery REMOVED 

6. BELL, JESSIE 101296 CTO 
EHCC 

19TH JDC 
EBR Second Degree Murder Grant 4-1 

CTO 99 years with IPE 

7. WILLIAMS, STACY 363273 CTO 
EHCC 

29TH JDC 
ST. CHARLES Manslaughter REMOVED 

8. ACHANE, BYRON J. 151780 CTO 
LSP 

31st JDC 
JEFFERSON DAVIS First Degree Murder-2 counts Deny  

0-4 

9. NELSON, GEORGE B. 362142 CTO 
LSP ORLEANS Aggravated Rape Deny  

0-4 

10. SUTTON, SIVORIS 307571 CTO 
LSP ORLEANS Second Degree Murder-2 counts REMOVED 
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